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PLT Title 

Kindergarten Sight Word Instruction 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 
The goal of our PLT is to strengthen early reading in Kindergarten through systematic, explicit sight word instruction.  We are 

developing a scope and sequence for teaching sight words in Kindergarten.  We are compiling multisensory resources, and we are 

creating assessment for progress monitoring.  By putting these practices in place in classrooms and small groups, children will be 

able to recognize sight words in isolation as well as in connected text. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Mary MacDonald* Wellington Reading Specialist 

Amy (Patterson) Baxter Wellington Reading Specialist 

Vicky O’Reagan Burbank Reading Specialist 

   

 
PLT SMART Goal  

By the end of this year we will evaluate Kindergarten student growth and make instructional recommendations in 
relation to sight word instruction and how it impacts early reading. 
 

 
Key Actions 

 
1. BOY, MOY, and EOY Dolch sight word assessment is given.  MOY and EOY Fountas & Pinnell assessment is given. 

2.  Using data from the assessments above, we will develop a scope and sequence and instructional plan to teach sight 

words in the Kindergarten classrooms. 

3.  Make recommendations on sight word instruction in Kindergarten. 

 
 

 
 
Findings  

 

 In October-29% of students hit the benchmark for sight words (10+ words)/In January 51% of students 

hit the benchmark (23+ words)/In April 79% of students hit the benchmark (40+ words) 

 In January 62% of the Kindergarten students hit the Fountas and Pinnell benchmark.  In March 90% of 

the Kindergarten students hit the Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark. 

 Increasing the number of sight words learned correlated with an increase in the students’ Fountas and 

Pinnell  levels (there were some exceptions which led to teacher/reading specialist consults to explore 

why) 

 Explicit sight word instruction (weekly in-class lessons delivered by the reading specialists, intensive 

support for tier 3 students, and follow through during the week by classroom teachers) yielded the 

best results, showing even the students with the most significant reading needs learning 50% or more 

of the words taught. 

 The use of multisensory resources such as Heidi Songs  (the children should see it, say it, hear it, and 



do it - all at the same time) is effective and engaging for teaching all students especially the students 

with varying learning styles 

 Weekly Scope and Sequence created (see attached) 

 Weekly whole group lessons followed by small group instruction.  Lessons focused on children being 

able to identify sight words within books at their instructional level. 

 

Strategies/Findings/Resources 

Heidi Songs DVD 

For Every Type of Learner Lakeshore 

Reading A-Z High Frequency Books 

Guided Reading Books 

Sky Writing - FUNdations 

 

Big Books –highlighting the sight words/having the children choral read the words they know 

Grid-to display words 

Flashcards 

Worksheets –Heidi Songs 

Bingo/Lotto 

Look for patterns and strategies while reading sight words 

We ended up teaching higher level phonics skills earlier in K through sight word instruction (digraphs, am, all, an glued 

sounds) 

 

 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 
1. Share results of PLT with Jaynene Delitt-Young,  ELA/Social Students Elementary Coordinator for BPS 
2. Recommend a formal sight word assessment and scope and sequence for Kindergarten 
3. Recommend the sight word assessment be included on the ELA Elementary Assessment Calendar 
4. Share findings of PLT with Kindergarten Teachers 
5. Purchase Heidi Songs for all Kindergarten Teachers 

 

 


